
1

Literature Research Project
An Overview

Dr. Ronan Bree

Module Aims

• To provide students with an opportunity to advance their 
knowledge of a particular topic on their programme.

• To develop further their skills in acquiring, integrating and 
communicating scientific knowledge.

• To develop students�self-motivation, self-organisation, 
creativity and independent thinking and timekeeping skills.

• To foster confidence and a sense of personal responsibility
for their work.

Learning Outcomes

• What should you be able to do when you have completed 
this module?

• Retrieve, collate and summarise information from the 
literature on a defined scientific topic.

• Communicate the underlying concepts in a particular field 
of science.

• Demonstrate an understanding of the underlying concepts 
in a particular field of science.

• Interpret, evaluate and critically discuss the findings of 
your work with reference to the literature.

• Articulate your own views on key issues in the chosen area, 
including suggestions where possible useful work might be 
done in the future.

• Present your work in the form of a written dissertation and 
oral presentation.

Literature Review

Oral presentation of literature findings
(may be a screencast/online given 

current restrictions)

Mark Breakdown

30%

70%

• In week 12 of the semester's schedule, students will submit their 
5,000 word (+/- 500 words) Literature Review on their chosen 
topic. 
• This document will be the final submission however throughout 

the term, mentors will be meeting with their assigned students to 
monitor progress and set deadlines for draft revisions etc. 

Literature Review 70%

•During week 6 of the teaching semester, students will provide
an overview of their literature findings and research in the form
of an oral presentation.
• This literature review presentation will be assessed by a sub-
team of the mentors and will be followed by a brief questions
and answer session

Oral presentation of literature findings 30%
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• The Lit. Review should be of 5000 +/- 500 words  
• excluding references

• Use Microsoft Word in the following format:
• Double spacing, Style: Arial Or Times New Roman
• Use Bold for Headings & Subheadings….and number your 

sections/sub-sections.

Layout is as Follows:
• Title page
• Declaration page
• Acknowledgement 

• Table of Contents
• Abstract
• Introduction
• Analysis and Discussion of Literature (with sub-sections)
• Conclusion
• References

1. Literature Review

• The Oral Presentation will be of 8/10 minutes 
duration followed by approximately 5 minutes of 
questions by the Internal Examiner

• A ‘2 minutes remaining’ warning will be provided
• Strict timing
• Prepare your Presentation using Microsoft 

PowerPoint.

2. Oral presentation of literature findings

Our tutorials

• Every __________ at _____ in room ________
• Some of the topics we will be covering:
•Module Overview
• Finding material, e.g. Library databases, pubmed, sciencedirect, 

eBrary etc.
• Evaluating literature
• Structuring/planning a literature review
• Science writing skills
•Harvard Referencing
• Endnote/Mendeley referencing software
• Plagiarism
• Presentation skills
• Employability Series

Who is my Mentor?

•You will be assigned to a mentor in 
the department of Health and Science
•Together, you will design a topic for 

your project but you are encouraged 
to generate some ideas.  Your mentor 
may also have suggestions for you.
•This assignment to mentors is 

performed randomly
•HOWEVER, we do try to match 

projects to particular mentors where 
possible……

Mentor

Weekly meetings 

Progress

Use your meetings 
wisely (be 

prepared); send in 
advance etc.

Help guide you 
through the process

Remember; it’s your
project

Some tips for you!

Literature Review Planning Checklist
Start early.

Set timeline and key dates.
Define deliverables.

Select a reference manager to store references.
Organize folders for storing references.

• A literature review conducted in haste with little or no planning 
will yield poor results. 

• Take a few minutes before starting your research to develop a 
literature review plan.

• Literature Review Tips
• Start with a review article (secondary sources) to gain an intitial overview of a topic 

or technology.
• Search appropriate literature databases to locate research articles (primary sources). 

Use controlled vocabulary and subject headings for best search results.
• Search conferences, clinical trials, patent and technical report databases to find 

examples of applied technology.
• Do a citation search in SciFinder or Web of Science to find additional articles related 

to a key paper. Queen's University
Kingston, Ontario, Canada.
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Consider a topic that 
truly interests you

Start a draft….go 
for it

Move to publications/papers versus 
websites (research/review papers) 
(pubmed.com & sciencedirect.com)

Worry about the exact 
title later on

Draw mindmaps
Find a recent ‘hot’ article or 

development in the area

Build a resource file
Maintain a writing momentum; make it 

your own; answer a question and 
develop an opinion 

Master referencing 
software 

(use Mendeley)
Cite while you write

Number 
sections

Linking/flow of 
document 
important

Ronan Bree

Advice from past students….

“I wish I had 
started 
sooner”

“Putting time 
into Mendeley 
actually saved 

me time”
“I found it 

hard to start 
writing, you 
have to just 
do it.  Get a 
draft done 
and then 
work on 

that”
“Don’t let this lie, 
you have to keep 

working on it”

“Sooooo
much to 

read”

Advice?...Don’t miss a 
meeting with your mentor 

– I learned this fast!

“In your own words, 
in your own words, 

in your own words!”

“My memory 
stick died – need 

I say more”

TIP: Build a Resource File

•A collection of your reference material
• Journals, Book chapters, websites etc.
• a collection of the resources used during your 

reading/researching. 
•Keep this organised….tabbed (stickies?), alphabetical, 

easy to follow.
•Keep in a folder.
•Develop a system early on – and stick to it throughout
•Mendeley could help you with this.

When will your assignments be due for 
submission???

What do I need to submit?

Make your deadlines!

•All submissions go directly to your mentor
•Hard & Soft copies of everything.

•Week 12 Lit Review submission – you will email/upload 

your final submission to moodle as well as submit two 

bound printed copies.

•Week 13 Oral presentation – slides submitted via e mail 

and on moodle.

• PLEASE LABEL ALL ELECTRONIC FILES SUBMISSIONS WITH 

YOUR NAME, i.e. John_Smith_Lit_Review_03DEC2019.docx

Finding out more details during 
the year?

•Weekly meetings with your mentor an option.
•Communications will be made during the tutorials and 

via e mail.
•Attendance at tutorials monitored by mentors.
•Hence ensure your attendance and computer are both 

in good working order!

Suggested Reading List

•Please refer to module 
descriptor document 
provided to you.

•Some material available 
online and in print format.

•Library has resources too

Video on BreeBio.com
with some key writing tips

(both on breebio project 
module website and 

Breebio YouTube channel)
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•DkIT Academic Writing Skills Document
– Developed by the Department of Learning 
& Teaching in DkIT…password teachandlearn

•Dundalk IT’s Guide to Harvard Referencing
– Developed by the DkIT Library

Materials available online….

Please use these – they will be of help to you
Especially page 5 of DkIT Ref Guide, 3.6) – trust me!

Tips for next week/1st meeting (write this 
down!)

•Consider 2 or 3 topics that interest you

•Do a quick web search on each

•Find a recent review article on pubmed or 
sciencedirect (you can move to research papers in due 
course)

•Check library’s multisearch engine to see if ebooks exist

Once you get assigned….

•Now go and set up an appointment to meet with your 
mentor
• Remember, formal e mail style…..

Proposed Schedule    ;    Jan - May;   Y3 APBI

Set up
Week 1 Overview of module provided to students

Week 2/3
Assigning and first meeting with mentors; topic 

decided; research process begins.

Draft 
reviews

Week 6

Date decided by mentor with student group. 
Submission of writing to date to mentor. May 

only be introductory material at this point (not 
assessed); for general feedback to student. 

Primary goal is to focus student on initiating the 
writing process early in the semester

Week 9/10 
Date decided by mentor with student group.  

Submission of draft of Lit Review for review (not 
assessed);  for general feedback to student.

Submissions
Week 12

Submission of Final Lit. Review (assessed); 
xxxxxxx xxth xxxx; Students to prepare their 

PowerPoint slides during the week 70%
Week 13

Oral presentation of literature review (assessed); 
xxxxxxx xxth xxxx 30%

• Tutorial 2
• Mentor Meetings ; start research ASAP

• Q&A session on module format, due dates etc.

• Sciencedirect, Pubmed, Multisearch DKIT library

• Interlibrary loans 

• Table of contents – automatic – work on draft TOC

• Referencing and Citing – Harvard Referencing, Mendeley

• Plagiarism

• Resource Folder

• 1 author, 2 authors 3+ authors

• Punctuation in citation

• Referencing Exercise

• Maria’s Exemplar – look at TOC, References, sectioning, flow

• Next week = library and then mendeley


